
Thirty-Third Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

God’s Word, Your World! © 2014 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications. All rights reserved. Orders: 1-800-933-1800. Written by Nora Bradbury-Haehl; resources by Julie M. Krakora. 
Permission to publish granted by the Most Reverend Francis J. Kane, dd, Vicar General, Archdiocese of Chicago, on January 7, 2014.

Reflection
The wonder woman in our Proverbs reading today has talent and does something with it. Look up the 
passage in the Bible (Proverbs is after the Psalms and before Ecclesiastes) and you’ll see in the omitted 
parts (see verses 14 –18, 20 – 29) that she is also savvy in business, physically strong, and stays up late. 
She’s a good manager and makes money selling the things she has made. She’s also talented, wise, 
confident, hopeful, a hard worker, and is respected and praised by 
her husband and children. This woman stands in contrast to the fear-
ful servant in today’s Gospel who buries what he’s given out of fear. 
The meaning of fear in the Gospel is different than the “fear the 
Lord” described in the Psalm 128:1. Wonder and awe, another way 
that fear of the Lord is described, is one of the seven gifts of the 
Holy Spirit we receive in the Sacrament of Confirmation. It’s a gift 
that moves us toward wisdom. The headline of today’s readings is 
be ready! Don’t wait around to use your gifts and talents. Now is 
the time.

Action
What talent do you have? Put it to use for the good of someone else. 
Choose one thing you’re good at (see the reflection questions) and take action! Can you sing? How 
about getting a few friends together to sing at the nursing home? Are you good at sports? Teach a 
younger kid some of what you know. Can you bake? Surprise the teachers at your school with an 
unexpected treat.

 Journaling Questions 
 We’re all pretty skilled at naming the things we wish were different about ourselves. Instead, make 

a list of all the things you’re good at. Write down at least ten things. Then go back and try to think 
of some ways you can use those talents to serve, help, or grow instead of burying them out of fear.

MATTHEW 25:14 – 3O OR 25:14 –15, 19 – 21

1 THESSALONIANS 5:1– 6

PSALM 128:1– 2, 3, 4 – 5 
PROVERBS 31:1O –13, 19 – 2O, 3O – 31
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