
JULY 31, 2016 

18TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

THE FAITH COMMUNITY OF 

   ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Mission Statement:  St. Francis of Assisi is a Roman Catholic worshipping community, dedicated to ministering to our members and 

to the greater community in the image given to us by Jesus.  This ministry is centered on the Sacraments and our Acts of Faith, Hope 

and Charity. 

 

Pastor – Fr. Anthony Francis Spilka, OFMConv 

          St. Francis of Assisi, 120 Barron Avenue 

 Johnstown, PA  15906 

Rectory Phone – 814-539-1632 

Activity Center – 814 – 539-3518 

Fax: 814 – 539-5888                                                                                                       
Email – sfassisich@atlanticbbn.net 

Oremus Ministry (Prayer Chain) – 814-539-1632 

Web Site:   http://www.stfrancisofassisijohnstown.com 
 

Daily Mass Schedule at St. Francis of Assisi 

Mon., Wed.; Thurs., Fri. – 8:00AM; Tues.–6:30PM; 
 Sat - 8:00AM 

First Friday 8:00AM and 5:30 PM 
Confession – Tues., 6:00PM, Sat. 3:15 – 3:45PM 

First Friday 5:00PM 
Weekend Mass Schedule                                                                             

Saturday – 4:00PM / Sunday – 7:30AM / 9:30AM 
Parish Secretary – Carol Pisula 

Office Hours – 9:00AM to 3:00PM – Mon. thru Thurs                      
    Parish Council President – Ryan Woodruff – 659-9781 
Finance Council President – Robert Bimeal – 536-5114 

Cemetery Council President -   William Heim – 254-2942                                                                                        
Director of Religious Education – Carol Pisula – 254-1961 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptism – Parents are expected to be registered members of the Parish and to attend a class for new parents in preparation for the 

Baptism of their child.   It is encouraged that this be done prior to the birth of the child.  Please call the Rectory to make early 

arrangements. 

Reconciliation – The Sacrament of God’s merciful love and compassion is celebrated Tues at 6 PM and Sat 3:15 PM at St. Francis of 

Assisi.  Communal Penance Services   - Advent and Lent. 

Anointing of the Sick Communal – Celebration 2nd Sunday of Advent and 3rd Sunday of Lent. 

Marriage in accordance with Diocesan directives, arrangements must be made at least 9 months before the marriage date.  All couples 

are required to attend Diocesan sponsored Pre-Cana sessions and to participate in the FOCCUS inventory.  Call the Rectory for 

information and schedules. 

Christian Initiation (RCIA) – Those who are interested in becoming Catholic, as well as those who are interested in learning more 

about their Catholic Faith, may call the Parish office for more information. 

Parish Membership – We are always happy to welcome new parishioners.  You may register at the Parish office.  Registration, the 

practice of stewardship (the regular use of envelopes) and regular participation in the Eucharist  

Indicates active membership and eligibility to act as a Godparent or Sponsor.  Your stewardship of time, treasure and talent is essential 

for the common good and provides a stable income for the Parish, enabling us to prepare a budget. 

Ministry to the Sick -  If you or someone you know are unable to attend Mass and would like to receive the Sacrament of Penance or 

Holy Eucharist please contact the Parish Office to schedule a visit. 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 5 is the First Friday of the month.  Adoration will begin after the 8:00AM Mass and continue 

until 5:30PM.  Signup sheets are in the vestibule of the Church.  There should be at least two adorers present for 

each time slot. (This is also a matter of safety for the Blessed Sacrament – adorers adore and protect.)   

 

MENS’ CLUB Labor Day Tickets will be sold beginning next weekend in the vestibule.  Winning number 

determined by the first Pick 3 drawing at 7:00PM.  Donation:  $2.00.  Thank you for your support. 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH PICNIC – Due to a scheduling conflict, the date of the picnic has been 

changed to Sunday, August 21st at ACRP Picnic Grounds in Tanneryville.  The day will begin with Mass at 

Noon followed by lunch.  All food and beverages will be provided at no charge but we do ask that a dessert be 

brought to share.  There will be games for the children and activities for the adults.  To properly prepare for this 

event, we are requesting that if you are interested in attending, that you please use the signup sheet provided in 

the vestibule. 

 

 

SANCTUARY CANDLE will burn this week for Living & Deceased Members of the Rosary Society by Rosary Society. 

 

NEEDED:  Someone who is willing to oversee the Rosary Society.  If you would be interested in spear heading this ministry, please 

contact Betty Scott at 539-7921. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR PARISH LAST WEEKEND: will appear next week.  Thank you for your continued generosity to the 

parish.   

 

THANK YOU to all who have participated in the Annual Catholic Appeal.   As of July 18, $9,098.44 was pledged toward our goal of 

$23,864.00 with 80 of 328 families contributing (24% participation).  If you do not have a pledge card, you may place your gift (made 

payable to “Annual Catholic Appeal”) in the collection basket, or you may make an online gift at www.dioceseaj.org.      

   

Liturgical Reflection…Take care to be on guard against all greed.  Although we may have many things, one’s life 

does not consist of possessions.  To bring the story home, Jesus tells about a rich young man stockpiling all his 

goods for himself so he can rest, eat, drink, and be merry for the rest of his days.  What selfishness!  But 

God has other plans for him.  Jesus’ wisdom:  Be rich in what matters to God.  Make Christ our all and God our 

treasure.  With God at the center of our lives, we reflect our God Who is full of kindness and mercy. Diocese of 

Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 S. Logan Blvd., Hollidaysburg, PA  16648.  
 

Stewardship Reflection…Jesus uses today’s Gospel parable to help us realign our values.  Society defines 

“success” as an accumulation of material possessions.  Jesus calls us to serve others through the faithful 

management of our all of our God-given gifts.  Placing our Faith in Christ will bring us closer to eternal life. 
  

Families and the Gospel…July 31 – Luke 12:13-21 – In today’s Gospel Jesus warns, “life does not consist of possessions.  This is not 

what matters to God.”  Our worth comes from within; who we are is more important than what we have or how we look. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday, August 21 – Annual Parish Picnic at ACRP Picnic Grounds in Tanneryville – Mass at 12Noon 

 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI MEMORIAL BRICK PAVER PROJECT – LIVING AND DECEASED. 

THE BRICK PAVER PROJECT IS A GO.   Even though we have met the initial goal, you still have an opportunity to place a 

commitment for a brick.  Forms are available in the back of the church, at the Parish Office or on the Parish website.  Please do not 

include payment at this time, as this is only a commitment form. 
 

 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI YOUTH FAITH FORMATION PROGRAMS– Our Faith Formation Goals are simple:  We aim to grow 

in love of God and ourselves and to spread that love to those around us.  We aim to have our young people find community with each 

other and feel part of our parish family.  Faith formation is life long and ongoing.  It is an important part of your child’s life.  She/he 

should be attending classes whether or not it is a sacramental year.  Classes for our youth are held from September 11 until the beginning 

of May.  Pre-K through eighth grade classes meet Sunday after the 9:30AM Mass until Noon.  Grade 9 & 10 classes are held the second 

Sunday of each month.  All classes meet in Resurrection Parish Center on Chestnut St. Sacramental Programs – The following is 

recommended for all youth who will be preparing to receive any of the Sacraments listed below:  They should be involved in the 

liturgical life of the church, receiving the Sacraments and attend Mass regularly.  He/she should be enrolled in the parish Religious 

Education Program.  We feel that sacramental preparation is a very special time.  Parents are requested to take an active role as primary 

educators of their children in their Faith formation. 
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“Under the Apple Tree: Essays of Life in the Slow Lane” written by the late Carol Fris, is now available for purchase.  Proceeds 

from the sale of this collection of Carol’s writings will go towards establishing scholarships for women in her name. The stories cover 

different aspects of Carol’s life that includes celebrating mothers, giving thanks and remembering a brother who served in the Vietnam 

War.  To order a hard copy of the book, email Jack Fris at jfris@atlanticbb.net. or download for Kindle at Amazon.com.   In celebration 

of the 75th Anniversary of St. Francis of Assisi Parish (1922-1997), Carol penned a history of the Parish.  Carol was formerly employed 

by St. Francis of Assisi Parish and she and her husband Jack were also members of the Parish.   

 

YEAR OF MERCY SUMMER ROAD TRIPS! 

What better way to spend a summer afternoon as a “pilgrim” visiting three churches celebrating their 200th Anniversary founded by our 

own saint-in-progress, Servant of God, Reverend Demetrius Gallitzin. Plan to take a Sunday drive to Holy Name, Ebensburg, St. Patrick, 

Newry, and St. Thomas the Apostle, Bedford, the designated sites for the Holy Doors of the Jubilee of Mercy.  Prayer times have been 

scheduled at all three churches on August 14 and August 28. Prayers will be led in half hour intervals from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM, 

beginning at 1:30 PM. You may even want to include a visit to St. Michael of the Archangel Basilica, Loretto the site of the tomb of 

Father Gallitzin to top off your day! An added bonus is an opportunity to grow spiritually and gain a Plenary Indulgence of the Church 

during this special time.  

 

ANNUAL WEDDING ANNIVERSARY LITURGIES – Bishop Mark Bartchak and the Family Life Office cordially invite all couples 

celebrating 1, 5, 10, 25, 40, 50, 55, and 60+ Wedding Anniversary in 2016 (and their families) to attend the Annual Wedding Anniversary 

Liturgy.  Couples may attend Sunday, Sept. 11 in Altoona at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament or Sunday, Sept. 18 in Johnstown 

at St. John Gualbert Cathedral.  Both locations are handicap accessible.  Liturgies in each location begin at 2:00PM.  Bishop Mark will 

be the celebrant and homilist at each celebration.  Punch and cookies will be available after the Mass for anniversary couples and their 

families.  Reservations must be made through your parish for either celebration by Tuesday, Aug. 23 

 

ALL LIVES MATTER – INSIDE THE WOMB AND OUTSIDE THE WOMB 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK OR HOMEBOUND 

 Rose Blaschak, Sister Carol Jean Czyrnik, Mary Davis, Joan Delusa, Stephen Fabina, LeAnn Golby, Alicia Junghans, Susan 

Keselyak, Kathryn Legat, Helen Malysko, Nilay Parekh (Bishop McCort High School), Sophie Regula, Carly Rice, Doug Rice, James 

Schuster, Joanna Stone, Carol Sobecky, Leona Sutt, Agnes Swarney, Jeanne Toth, Rose Trapanotto, Irene Virus, and Agnes Warhul. 

=========================================================================== 
SALUTE TO THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY AND A REMEMBRANCE IN OUR PRAYERS 

May God bless these brave men and women who serve God and Country. 
Ensign Adam Guarno, USCG; Brandon Burdett, USMC; Master at Arms 2nd Class Izeke W. Pinkas, Okinawa, Japan; Lt. Col. 

Joshua P. Higgins, US Army; Petty Officer 1st Class Paul Rambish, US Navy, Coronado Naval Base, San Diego; Major Melinda 

Rovan Corallo, Lakenheath Air Force Base, England; HMC David Bakos, US Navy; PFC; Lance Corporal Jacob Taylor, USMC; 

Private 1st Class Zack Taylor, US Army; Trista L. Urban, PFC, Army National Guard; Jared N. Dull, HM3, US Navy, Quantico, 

Va.; Stefanie Kollar, TSgt. Air Force, Hurlburt Field, Fort Walton Beach, Fla., Fr. Don Fullerton, USS Enterprise,  Airman 1St. Class  

Maxwell Schutte,  F. E. Warren, Wy; Sgt. Bryan Maxwell Porath, Captain Aaron Donahey, US Army, Fort Bliss, El Paso, Texas; 

Petty Officer 1st Class Heather L. Dovala, Bahrain.; Spec Jarod Pisarchik,  Army National Guard; Ens. Kara Yingling, USS 

Higgins; Lt. JG Shannon Yingling; Pvt Daniel Maslo, Camp Geiger, NC; Airman Devon Gilbert, Tinker AFB, OK;  Senior Airman 

Daniel Christner, USAF, 193rd Special Operations Wing; Deployed to Africa; Lt. Col Steven Thomas, USAF, deploying to the Middle 

East; 2nd Lt. Colin Harrington, US Army, Bethesda, MD; 2nd Lt. Ryan Powers, USMC, Camp Lejeune, NC; Airman 1st Class 

Anthony Rosage, USAF, The Presidio, Monterey, CA.; Tech Sgt. Daniel Bracken, USAF, deployed to Kobal Afghanistan. 

To add a name to our Salute to those in the Military, please call 539-1632.  If a person is no longer serving on active or reserve duty, 

please call the Parish Office to remove his/her name. 

============================================================================= 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

PRO LIFE VIGIL Every Thursday from 4:00PM - 5:00PM we hold a prayer vigil across from the Franklin Street Planned Parenthood 

facility here in Johnstown.   For more information, call Gale at 539-0155.  

 

GROOVIN’ AT THE GROVE sponsored by Resurrection Parish at the Picnic Grove in Tanneryville.  Each Groovin’ will start with 

an Outdoor Mass at 5:30PM, food will be available after Mass.  Music from 7:00PM – 10:00PM - August 13/Flood City Brass. 

 

THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS Chapter of the Knights of Columbus is sponsoring a Bus Trip to the Rivers Casino, on Saturday, August 

20.  The cost is $30 per person with $15 in slot play.  The bus will leave the rear parking lot of St. Andrews at 8:00AM and stop at St. 

Theresa’s Church at 8:30AM.  The bus will leave the Casino for the return home at 5:00PM.  Please call Earl Birch at 288-4972 for 

reservations. 
 

MAINTENANCE POSITIONS – 1 full time, 1 part time. Maintenance positions at Divine Mercy Catholic Academy in the Diocese 

of Altoona-Johnstown.  Please submit a resume and three letters of recommendation (two professional, one from pastor).  Also required 

prior to employment:  current (within one year) Act 151, Act 34, and Act 114 clearances, Act 168 Employment History Check, and 

mailto:jfris@atlanticbb.net


completion of Diocesan Youth Protection Program.  Send resume to:  Jo-Ann Semko, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown Education Office, 

933 S. Logan Blvd., Hollidaysburg, PA  16648. 

 

St. FRANCIS OF ASSISI: Every 1st Friday there is Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 8:30AM – 5:30PM.  Our nation needs 

our prayers.  Come before Jesus in the Eucharist with our hopes and concerns. 

 

 


